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ANOTHER LAST CHANCE 


Perhaps the history of any folk 
art would lead us into poignant 
reminiscing; certainly in our short 
quarter century of Kimport’s search 
and study there is much to re- 
member, to regret 
and rejoice about 
also. “Cathay” was 
an ancient, poeti- 
cal name Marco 
Polo brought 
back, rich in leg- 
end. The _ vast- 
ness of China has 
ever since then 
intrigued western 
world folk. Its 
culture, wise 
maxims, fine arts, 
unknown skills 
have in our day 
so changed! From 
the doll point of 
view those superb 
wood carvings 
from Door of 
Hope Mission, the 
carvings of ivory 
and jade are no 
more. 


Another type doll, made for 
many years back, was the bas-re- 
lief figures built up with padding 
on card back, then covered with 
silks. Such dolls have been cheap- 
ened and copied with even stamped 
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faces and clothing of rayon and | 


such—out of Hongkong. They are 
nothing at all as compared to the 
handwork and beauty of old Chi- 
nese figures. When one of the oldest, 
most reputable importing firms of 


San Francisco’s Chinatown was 
changing location, they offered us . 
a few rare old treasures in the doll 
and figurine field. One chest con- 
tained almost a hundred of the 
most beautiful 
Manchu Ladies 
and a few Gen- 
tlemen, which 
they had _ been 
doling out half 
dozen at a time, 
but at a fancy 
price, to an ex- 
clusive interior 
decorator shop. 


There are five 
styles, all with the 
finest brush de- 
lineation of al- 
mond shape eyes, 
small mouths and 
oriental nose; 
stippling and 
shading at the 
hair-line with 
painted orna- 
ments and_e all 
have heavy satin, 
silk, brocade gar- 
ments, braid and embroidery trim- 
med. Height is 13 inches, and co- 
lors unbelievably rich and clear, 
flame red, bottle green, magenta, 
primary blue and yellow, orchid, 
melon tones, pale green, coin gold, 
pure white! 


The women sketched are, Lady 
with ivory fan and most elaborate 
headdress—No. 439A, and Lady 
with blossoms (on some it’s a 
golden sheathed dagger!)—who is 
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No. 439C. ‘These are $4.50 each. 
Mother and child, like a Cathay 
Madonna, No. 439B; the Mandarin 
(have only seven) No. 439D, and 
most elaborate lady with a silk 
crane and basket of fruits is No. 
439E—these three, $5.00 each. 


And now—because we do have 
“all there is, there ain’t no more” 
of these, we’d like to trade for 
cash—orn lay-away—or Doll of 
’Month, at a special spring price— 
say till July ist, of $1.00 off on 
each—one or all five. To mount 
and frame, to apply in a decorative 
panel, even onto 1a waste basket if 
the background be handsome e- 
nough, you just couldn’t go wrong 
—gifts or to keep! 


LOOK PLEASANT PLEASE 

Mrs. Betty Brink of Indiana has 
a character and manner, we are 
sure, quite in keeping with her 
lovely home and cultured back- 
ground. It’s only when she goes 
on a little literary binge such as 
this that she writes so delightfully 
breezy. We must share it with 


you. 

“When I brought my old girls 
home from the autumn exhibit at 
the library, before I put them 
away, I had their pictures ‘took’ 
professionally. We really had a 
ball at the sitting. When I called 
for an appointment ‘to have some 
40 old dolls photographed at home,’ 
it was evident that the switchboard 
operator thought it was an ‘eccen- 
tric,’ but she humored me. A few 
mornings later the photographer 
drove up to the garden gate of our 
Hansel and Gretel cottage, and 
sat looking the situation over for 
some time. It was obvious that 
he, too, took a dim view of the 
whole proceeding, but one never 


knows and money is money. S 
bimeby, he took his tripod and 
camera out of the trunk of the 
car and came slowly up the old 
brick walk. I opened the kitchen 
door and said, ‘get on in here boy, 
time’s a wastin’; it’s authentic, 
honest it is.’ 

“The big china group of 30-inch 
were already posed with their 19- 
inch children around a 35-inch who 
was seated and reading from an 
old book. It looked all the world 
like a family reunion. The pho- 
tographer’s eyes simply bulged. He 
became carried away with the 
whole deal, bustled about helping 
me set up other groups, his tongue 
running like a sewing machine. 
When he left he doffed his hat 
with a great deal of charm and 
said to his customers, ‘Never be- 
fore have I had such a pleasant, 
cooperative, quiet appointment. 
Nobody was coy. Nobody was child- 
ish; nobody balked. This is revo- 
lutionary among females. I would 
be happy to photograph you all 
again any time.’ 

“The quiet, cooperative, modes 
assembly sat smiling all day and 
have been smug ever since! 

“Including, your obedient ser- 
vant, E.B.B.” 


‘DIDN'T EVEN KNOW 
ABOUT “PUTTIE”! 


“Do you know whether Georgene 
Averill made any jointed bisque 
animals other than the cat? A 
couple of years. ago, I. got her Ger- 
man-made bisque cat, completely 
jointed, with sleeping eyes, molded- 
on pink boots and pink knit tail. 
It is the cutest animal I ever saw. 
If she has others, I certainly want 
to own them.” 

—Natalie Kutz, Minn. 
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DOWN SOUTH AMERICA 
WAY | 


There are always willing friends 
capable of helping out with Doll 
Talk, but with only 16 small pages 
available, we have to publish in 
brief. We know our readers will 
appreciate a little extra space for 
Mrs. Frances Krieger who lives in 
Argentina. In a Christmas letter 
she wrote: 

“Recently I bought two terra 
cotta figures made by the Carajas 
Indians in Brazil. These were 
brought to Rio de Janeiro by some 
explorers who discovered the tribe 
living in the Matto Grasso Jun- 
gles. They paint their bodies white 
or yellow and add black stripes in 
angular designs, each family hav- 
ing its particular pattern. The lit- 
tle figures are painted in imita- 
tion of their elders and even 
though they look like tiny idols, 
they are made for the children to 
play with,—so they are really dolls! 

“I read in ‘Prensa’ here that Pre- 
mier Nehru has a private collec- 
tion of dolls, and that he is sup- 
porting the Minister in charge of 
rehabilitation to employ Japanese 
doll-makers to train Indian refu- 
gees in doll-making. 

‘The Frankfort radio and TV 
exhibition in August this year, dis- 
played what is claimed to be the 
smallest television set in the world, 
the screen measuring % x 1% 
inches. It is built into a doll’s 
house and picks up the current 
programs on German TV stations. 

“In England they have a doll on 
the market that obeys traffic sig- 
nals. It is ‘Pretty Peepers’—a 
push-button doll who looks left 
then looks right and turns its head 
as it walks. 


“Another interesting doll item 
that caught my attention was the 
gift for Princess Anne presented 
to the Queen of England, during 
the Royal visit to Paris this year. 
This was a box of twelve dolls de- 
signed by the famous French car- 
toonist Paynet—each dressed to 
represent a different district of the 
City. 

“Here in Buenos Aires there was 
&@ unique celebration United Na- 
tions Week. Each shop window 
displayed some exquisite handcraft 
of a particular country, and natur- 
ally, dolls were included. It was 
the next best thing to seeing a 
doll exhibit!” 


MORE THE MERRIER 


Mrs. H. C. Morrow of Texas sent 
in an order for a group of very in- 
teresting foreign dolls, and wrote, 
“Tf I could right now, I’d get all of 
the dolls in pairs, but my family is 
one of hobbyists, and it wouldn’t 
be fair to indulge myself too much 
in my own hobby. My husband 
gets a great deal of pleasure from 
our dolls, but his hobby is pho- 
tography. My oldest son is a ‘ham’ 
radio operator and our youngest 
son is a naturalist,—right now he 
is collecting toads, lizards and 
salamanders! 


“It is a pleasure to be able to 
get the Doll-of-the-Month. I am 
always more than happy with the 
new little face on my doll shelves 
each month, What is more pleas- 
ure, though, is the friendly and 
family-like feeling that Kimport 
always has. I feel as if we’ve been 
friends face-to-face for years with- 
out that middle man, the post of- 
Sice department!” 
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>* ARRIVALS 


Did you ever stop to consider 
the multitude of circumstances 
which affect the final price of a 
Kimport foreign? Of course there 
are the obvious factors like the 
amount of handwork and labor in- 
volved and the cost of materials, 
but there are many other more in- 
tangible forces ‘as well. The econ- 
omy of the country has a great 
bearing on cost with solvent Scan- 
dinavia topping the price parade, 
and trouble torn Italy and Iron 
Curtain countries at the bottom. 
Fluctuating rate of currency ex- 


S 


change is important, as is the 
amount of tourist business done 
locally, for who wants to import 
at wholesale when one can sell his 
entire production at fancy prices 
to those “crazy American tour- 
ists.” Scarcity of raw materials, 
lack of competition, a minimum 
U.S. Customs duty of 45%, brokers 
fees and shipping costs are just 
a few of the other things that add 
to the final cost. Make you think 
that collecting foreign dolls must 
be a millionaire’s hobby? Don’t 
you believe it! All of the dolls 
featured in “Late Arrivals” this 
issue can be purchased for $5.00 
or less! Proof positive that Kim- 
port with our years of experience 
in the importing field has more 
dolls from more places for your 
choice in every price range. 


Taare i. 
4 Bae 


. 


A new trio of chubby cheeked 
German children of fine quality 
celluloid come in 7% inch size. In 
the famous Black Forest costume 
is Jorg, No. 616, with his broad 
brimmed flat black hat, long black 
coat brightened by red lapels and 
waistcoat with rows of shiny brass 
buttons. His sweet faced com- 
panion is Barbel, No. 616A, whose 
old world attire features that dis- 
tinctive straw hat with seven red 
pompoms, brocaded blouse, black 
skirt trimmed in red and gold, 
red apron and two long braids tied 
with big red bows. Erika, No. 
616B, is a Hessian lass as denoted 
by that strange black coif topped 
by a tiny red pill-box hat. She 
wears black bodice and _ skirt, 
white apron and blouse, trimmed 
in laice, and a short red vest with 
brass studs. All three have black 
leather shoes and knee length 
white knit stockings. Price is just 
$4.50 each. 


Just arrived from a Methodist 
mission in Seoul, are the smiling 
faced bridal pair in their brilliant- 
ly colored traditional costumes. 
An even nine inches high, from 
their eloth covered bases to the 
tip of their unusual headdress, 
poth have beautifully modeled and 
painted faces of flesh tint silk. 
The proud groom, No. 554, wears 
a ‘bright blue robe with huge 
sleeves over white trousers, extra 
large black cloth boots and a 
strange winged fiber hat. His shy 
bride, No. 554A, has a red dress 
with sleeves paneled in yellow, blue, 
green, white and magenta. MHer 
collar is supported by a curious 
gold rod, and headdress is of mul- 
ticolored flowers. Not pictured, 
but equally interestinig, is the old 
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gentleman, No. 554B, in slate gray 
robes, with black top hat, long 
silver bowled pipe and a sparse 
gray beard. All three dolls at the 
same low price of $5.00 each. 


The grim mountains of southern 
Yugoslavia are home to a. sturdy 
group of mountaineers, the Monten- 
egrins. Brave Hamilear, No. 858, 
in baggy trousers and gaily tas- 
seled pill box cap makes a stout 
guardian for his pretty sweet- 
heart, Helene, No. 858A, in white 
apron and pleated skirt. Both are 
7% inches tall and wear almost 
identical embroidered boleros, knit 
hose and heavy leather’ shoes. 
Priced at only $4.50 each, stock is 
limited. 
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Prosperous Holland sends a new 
pair from the district of Zeeland. 
Standing a scant seven inches in 
their white wooden shoes, Johann, 
No. 301, is the plainer of the pair 
in his black full trousers, red and 
black striped shirt and black cap 
with a shiny ‘black visor. Frieda, 
No. 301A, has a heavy blaick dress, 
blue checked apron and _ “print 
yoke, but her crowning glory is 
that huge white lace headdress 
with brass mirrors at either tem- 
ple. This cunning Dutch pair is 
priced $3.25 each. 


Christophe, No. 369, and Jinny 
Maria, No. 369A, are representa- 
tives of Haiti, the black Republic 
of the Caribbean. Although rather 
crudely made of cloth with choco- 
late brown faces, this 5 inch pair 
in their starkly Ibright costumes 
are collection class. Christophe 
has a hide covered voodoo drum 
and Jinny Maria carries a basket 


& at 
of fruit atop her turbaned head. 
Both have large wooden bases 
and wire frames. Just $1.25 each. 


England’s Nora C 
Welling _contri- 
butes sweet “But- 
tercup,” an 8 
inch all cloth doll 
with pert fea- 
tures of pressed 
felt, done in the 
Lenci style. This English country 
lass with golden braids, wears a 
demure costume one might have 


seen in the green farm county of 
Devonshire a hundred years ago, 
with long full skirt of yellow, 
trimmed in green, a tightly laced 
green bodice and a wide brimmed 
yellow bonnet. No. 296A, $3.75. 


P.S. And $5.00 plus 


Two huge boxes are just in from 
Le Minor in France, containing 
our first repeat shipment of those 
fifteen dazzling Brittany girls 
pictured and front page featured 
in the January-February issue. 
These sold out in almost record 
time before, so if you are inter- 
ested in a particular style, we sug- 
gest you get your order in prompt- 
ly to avoid disappointment. Any; 
one will be a treasured addition 
to your collection and the entire 
group or just a selection of several 
make a delightful display, ful] of 
color and contrast. They are in 
ideal 7% inch size, priced $7.50 
each, ‘and numbered from No. 511A 
through No. 511-0. 


MOO IS FOR MOOLA! 


Not all teenager boys squander 
their money on hot rods, nor the 
girls, thank goodness, or flashy jew- 
elry. Well selected collections of 
dolls can become worthwhile in- 
vestments; one of our young cus- 
tomer’s mother thinks so, too. She 
proudly writes of Nancy, who has 
long igraduated from the pretty 
perts in rayon finery:— 

“My sixteen year old daughter 
spends ‘most of her allowance and 
earned money on dolls, and is be- 
ginning to have a really nice col- 
lection, quite a few from Kimport. 
This Kachina is to be a surprise 
as Nancy did so want it, but didn’t 
have enough money saved up to 
buy it.” 
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WINTER WONDERLAND 
Mrs. Byron R. Hutchison, Pub- 
licity Chairman of the San Fran- 
cisco Doll Club, sent in a graphic 
description of their Christmas pro- 
ject, as follows:— 

“A Winter Carnival of Dolls fea- 
turing doll house and miniature 
dolls ranging in time from grand- 
ma’s day to the Sputnik age was 
displayed at the Recreational Art 
Center from December 24th to 
January 28th. A spectacular snow 
pageant, complete with floats de- 
picting various winter wonderland 
scenes is peopled entirely with 
these small dolls, both as partici- 
pants and spectators. Many for- 
eign countries are represented, over 
one hundred dolls jn all, giving the 
feeling of witnessing old and tra- 
ditional European Snow Festival.” 


HEARTENING ALL AROUND 

Malby Clark writes from the 
big-g-g city of Los Angeles of her 
amazement tat the trusting friend- 
liness shown by Kimport of lil’ ol’ 
Independence, Missouri. 

“TI almost felt as though you 
needed protection after reading 
your letter, allowing me to enjoy 
the dolls before complete pay- 
ment. z : 

“How wonderful to know there 
is such a place, and that there 
are people who have the dignity 
and integrity to take their neigh- 
bors’ honesty for granted!” 

Then a P.S. to say—“I am hav- 
ing fun and so far good luck re- 
pairing broken dolls; even have 
made eyes open and close! So if 
you have any eyeless, legless, etc., 
you might think of me; still I 
don’t quite like that thought! Well, I 
guess just tell me about them!” 
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Thorn —3 lace mitts. The top part of her S 
. : SE . 


> 
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It is centennial year in American 
Doll domain. Yes, one hundred 
years ago on March 30, one Ludwig 
Greiner—oh, read the back cover 
Primer Page. So—we’re going to 
specially offer a few good old Grein- 
ers and some other composition 
dolls of worthy collection class. 


First, a rather small Greiner (6 
inch high head) with original 
painting and the Greiner mark not 
perfect, but there it is, a No. 5, 
with the 1872 extension. She has a 
pretty slender face and quite un- 
usual hair style also. At the back 
it is like a close cap with two rolls 
of curls beneath it which fly out 
almost like a windswept _ bob. 
Body is original, so may be the 
cotton stockings and green Mor- 
occo shoes and the old drawstring 
dress with laid gathers in the 
skirt. The underwear is not so old; 
leather arms are in fair condition. 
Blue eyes, black hair, height is 
seant 21 inches. No. A733, $73.00. 


Twenty-eight inch ash blond “Le- 
titia,” and why the name? No 
reason except that beautiful blue- 
eyed Miss Lettie came from Phil- 
adelphia to Kimport. She had been 
re-done there, by some real artist 
who handled her oil paints in ye 
olde classic style. No label] left 
showing, but the deep shouldered 
8 inch head is a Greiner with ears 
showing, hair center parted with 
those inimitably coiled curls be- 
hind them. Original body and old 
leather arms which we covered with 


gown, waist and draped overskirt, 
is a moss rose print in quite good 
condition. The skirt proper had 
to be re-done, but handsomely so 
of proper aged, apple green silk, 
with a swag of the same atop its 
pleated flounce. Letitia is lovely, 
almost too beautiful for a Greiner. 
No. A%34, $82.50. 


Another un-marked may possibly 
be such an early little Greiner that 
she never was tagged. Precious 
though, with that patented factor, 
the strengthening of linen obvious 
between layers at the back corner 
of one shoulder and at a worn 
spot up at the hairline where the 
cloth shows again. Four and a 
fourth inch head features that 
inverted “V,” high forehead; ears 
show completely; brown eyes; not 
one bit of retouching. There are 
some age cracks horizontally a- 
cross the shoulders and some 
scuffed places, too, that one where 
the cloth shows through being ex- 
tremely interesting. Her old lea- 
ther arms and cloth body are in 
good condition. The gown is heavy 
white satin made with a long 
train, that seems original, with re- 
do’s on.the underwear trimmed in 
fine hand-knitted lace and her 
hand-made satin shoes. Scant 17 
inches tall. No. A735, at $72.50. 

Twenty-six inch “Marg’ret” is a 
natural blond, no. bleaches nor 
rinses here, but a’la Kimport we will 
first mention the defect, then sing 
her praises high! It’s her nose, which 
had been so mis-used, that our 
Bessie Hagen had to perform plas- 
tic surgery. Operation successful 
—prognosis, no future recurrence. 
Marg’ret always had a funny old 
body with over-sized feet and lea- 
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ther arms, lovingly hand-made, oh, 


some eighty years ago. Clothes 
too, are very old and fitting, from 
hand-made corset to long trained 
calico skirt. It is her 7 inch head 
that deserves most describing— 
she’s really pretty with wunre- 
touched blue eyes and soft rose 
lips, complexion smooth, original 
creamy tint, shoulders un-chipped. 
High center part, then waves down 
over ther ears, and short, irreg- 
ularly tumbled curls in the back. 
Label with ’72 extension is in ex- 
cellent condition. No. A732, $65.00. 


“Julia,” 27 inches tall, boasts her 
March 30th, 1858 patent label in 
good condition, with no extension 
mark, so she is an early one. On 
the back of these shoulders is also 
alittle scuffed place at the edge 
where the linen strengthening 
shows through—a very interesting 
detail. There is absolutely no re- 
touching on this Greiner. Large 
head almost 8 inches high, and 
about the same in width across the 
shoulders; blue eyes, black hair 
with ears showing and “spit” curls 
at the temples; home-made body 
with cloth arms. She would need 
a complete outfit of clothes, ex- 
cept stockings which she does have 
in sweet old faded stripes. No. A746, 
$85.00. She should be dressed in 
material of her period, and if you 
wanted us to, we would help with 


supplying proper material, at no 


additional cost. 


‘There is one smallest Greiner, 
head 5% inches high, 5 inches a- 


cross. the shoulders, then pointing 


down until the front of the chest 
is only 2% inches across. Seems 
like it has never had any mending 
or re-touching, but it definitely is 


- needed 


scuffed and the nose blunted from 
being played with. Deep inverted 
V hair style brings the forehead up 
to a high peak; ears show; vertical 
curls, twelve of them, around the 
back; dark blue eyes and black 
hair. No label but back does 
show where it has been. No. A750, 
$28.00. 


And now like admitting that all 
Chihuahuas are dogs, but all dogs 
are NOT Chihuahuas, thank good- 
ness—far, far are all the old com- 
position dolls from being Ludwig 
Greiners. So, this time we are 
going ahead with some of these 
varied kinds. 

First, a marked Holz-Masse with 
fine big head, almost 7 inches high 
and more than 6 across the shoul- 
ders; blond with sharply lined 
trademark on the back of shoul- 
ders. No re-touching, although she 
might be al] the better for a little 
pink on cheeks and a dab of 
deeper color on her lips—mayhbe 
just put on with lipstick rubbed 
in, so it could be taken off. This 
is a fine Holz-Masse head, and oh 
yes, it is on the original body; 
height of complete doll is 26 
inches; old leather arms; soft body 
with the legs in rather poor con- 
dition, but interesting because 
there is some sort of stamped 
trademark on one of them, and the 
leather boots built on and in excel- 
lent shape, although she should 
have new cambric stockings above 
them. Dressed only in old muslin 
panties. No. A745, Holz-Masse is 
priced $75.00. 

‘We do have an old doll dress 
which suits her, but it would need 
considerable fixing. We would in- 
clude material that would be 
in strengthening the old 
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satin dress, which is the same soft 
shade of iblue as her eyes. 


A marked M & S “Superior,” 
large as a three-year-old, and I 
think, weighing more, is 36 inches 
tall, name “Gretchen.” Her yellow 
blond head is 9 inches high, with 
bright blue, unretouched eyes and 
tidy, vertical (modeled) curls. Lea- 
ther armed body is well propor- 
tioned and her clothes really pre- 
cious. She wears tan Morocco shoes 
with white buttons and the pretti- 
est blue frock and jacket of sheer 
old wool exquisitely hand-braided 
in an elaborate patterning of tiny 
white soutache. Oh, yes, a few moth 
holes—could happen in almost a 
hundred years! A splendid collec- 
tion doll. No. A747, $75.00. 


Twenty-five inch “Betty Blue” is 
a blond wigged child with extra 
big, rounded-out blue eyes and a 
coating of wax over her 6 inch 
composition head, which, by the 
way, is prettily plump cheeked and 
in excellent condition. Plump blue 
legs with short vamp, high heeled 
enamel shoes are precious; hands 
not so good. Hand-sewn, tiny check 
gingham frock; old embroidery 
trimmed undies. Circa 1885. No. 
A590, special, $22.50. 


One othe: composition with a 
coating of wax is a 21 inch, most 
amazed looking brown-eyed blond, 
all beautifully costumed for a 
fancy dress ball! “Amazed?” Well, 
her pupil-less big eyes fairly pop 
from a pale pink complexion; orig- 
inal old cambric body has those 
nicely booted composition legs like 
“Betty Blue’s’—and better hands. 
“Flancy ball’, the gorgeous hand- 
loomed dress and apron are al- 
most worth her price. Her wig is 
done in a tell-tale style of enor- 


mous coronet braid above bangs 
with curls down the back that say 
afoout 1875. She seems all original 
and ‘perfect—has lots of character 
and charm. No. A775, special, $29.09. 

Four little cheapies—but compo- 
sition—as this month we'll not 
mention the many other old-timers. 

11% inch clown-headed clapper 
boy, with wooden limbs; tin cym- 
bals on his hands clatter perfectly 
when his voice box chest is pressed. 
Harlequin suit; German, about 
1914. No. A749, $4.50. 

11 inch key-wind, kicking baby 
with composition head on flesh 
cloth body; moves arms also. 
Very sweet, knitted wool romper, 
jacket, bonnet and bootees. Not 
“antique”, dates only about 1945. 
No. A624, $4.50. 

9 inch Patsyette—about the same 
age—by Efffanlbee. Perfect and in 
a pink lace frock. No. A595, Spec- 
fal, $7.50. 

11 inch all composition, trade- 
marked “Pedigree” made in Eng- 
land. He is a chubby, swivel 
necked, jointed toddler, sleeping 
blue eyes, original clothes from 
blue velvet beret which matches 
his suit to white tie shoes. No. 
A195, $8.50. 

Now back to offer for advanced 


collectors, two composition treas- 
ures. Only 12% inches tall, a glass 


eyed saristocrat, her 3% inch 
papier-mache “egg” head _ quite 
perfect, with the pertest nose, 


brown inset eyes and black hair 
painted with swirls and _ stipple 
lines above her smooth, high brow. 
Kid body is the well rounded, 
rigid type, hand-sewn of course, 
and usually identified as French. 
Shapely kid hands are in wonder- 
ful condition, too, even her fragile 
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= undoubtedly original slippers 
attest the fact that this doll of 


1825-30 has ‘been most carefully 
kept. The coloring is exquisite in 
her old, old clothes—something be- 
tween ivory and faded orange to 
yellow tones, combined with rusty 
black lace. Some call this type, 
but usually larger, “Pre-Greiner.” 
No. A105, special, $85.00. 


The other “most unusual” little 
doll does have a quaint, quite or- 
dinary composition head. But 
something like 125 years ago there 


were artisans in Brittany who took 
commercial dol] heads, built some 
sort of basic body form, then cov- 
ered them with shells to form a 
costume. This 7% inch fishwife 
is on a wooden base, has hands 
of wood, an orange leather hat, 
atop which is the old brown woven 
basket, there steadied by an up- 
raised arm. Her long _ sleeved 
dress is of dark shells, big apron 
front of gray-white shells, and in 
the back, we think her two bare 
legs—all shells—stand staunchly 
for effect. No. A949, special, $45.00. 


A NOBLE TRAIL 

Mrs. Elizabeth L. Drake of New 
Jersey, a world traveler, has been 
most helpful in searching out new 
sources of dolls for Kimport. She 
is a most observing student of his- 
tory and makes the saintly padre, 
Junipero Serra, seem very real to 
us as he traveled his devoted road 
of service. You will enjoy her 
little note about him: | 

“The Junipero Serra which you 
just sent me is marvelous. I vis- 
ited his home in Petra, Mallorca, 
and the Franciscan monastry where 
he first studied. Later, the Fran- 
ciscan church and monastry in 
Palma, Mallorca, where he (got his 
Ph. D. in philosophy. On another 
trip I went high into the mountain 
regions of Mexico where he climbed 
from Vera Cruz up between “Ixti” 
and “Popo,” limping on after a 
scorpion bit him. 

Later, I saw that part of Mexico 
where he first worked with rather 
intractible Indians in q triangle be- 
tween Vera Cruz, Tampico and 
Queretaro. Of course, our West 
Coast finishes his story. Thank 
you for having him—I’m delighted.” 


LIKENESS CAPTURED— 


SUSPECT FRAMED! 

Those glittering facets and in- 
triguing tangents of this wonder- 
ful doll hobby never fail to enchant 
us! Now comes a letter on petal 
pink paper from Mrs. M. W. 
(Goodie) Bennett to say:— 

“T have a doll room 11 by 16 
feet. But it really won’t hold as 
many dolls as I’d like because I’m 
putting them all in shadow box 
scenes, 

“Also, I have started making 
some; for instance, I never could 
locate a set of ‘Snow White and 
Seven Dwarfs’, so about a year ago 
I started modeling my own which 
have taken many months, but I 
can’t remember when I so much 
enjoyed a project! Some of my 
friends (persuaded me to enter 
them in the ceramic show. I did, 
and won ‘Best in Show’ award. 
I’ve certainly ‘gotten the bug’. Have 
just modeled ‘Blue Boy,’ and ‘Pink- 
y’ will be next. 

“Why am I telling you all this? 
Well, you make us feel that you 
are interested in what your cus- 
tomers are doing.” 
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HIGH STYLES, BACK WHEN 


Our collector stories about build- 
ing up some special group of dolls, 
or of displaying them or using 
them for lectures, table decoration, 
for school or church teaching— 
these tangents are always intrigu- 
ing. Kimport has passed along so 
many of these jdeas through the 
years that maybe Doll Talk should 
have a regular “Project Dept.” 

Our Cornelia is Mrs. A. B. Chris- 
topher, but she’s somewhat akin to 
the famous C. O. Skinner—ingen- 
ious, original and seemingly tops 
in a Gay Nineties setting. To be 
specific, here is her own story of 
the “Cornelia When” series:— 

“I’m starting this with an infant 
of 1893, my birth year, and here 
is what had to be furnished for 
her all in sixty year old materials, 

“Bellyband” (wool) 

shirt, long sleeved wool 

diaper, canton flannel 

long wool stockings 

bootees 

“pinning” blanket 

wool flannel “gertrude” 

fancy white gertrude (thin 
canton) 

real long dress 

wool cashmere sacque 

hand-embroidered wool shawl 

A baby faced miss looks to be 
about four years old is dressed in 
a calico mother hubbard and ging- 
ham sunbonnet. There are straight 
dralwers, a panty-waist top and a 
little petticoat. The next little girl 
looks about seven. She is dressed 
in a long-waisted, full skirted 
“French” affair with wide sash. 
This dol] has a stick and a hoop 
to roll along like I had. Then 
came the dress I wore to the St. 
Louis Fair in 1904—I was eleven. 
The style was'a “Buster Brown” 


and it was considered almost dar- 
ing for a little girl to wear bloom- 
ers to match dress and petticoat! 
This doll is so cute, bobbed hair 
and all. She has an ice cream cone 
in her hand. I’ve heard they came 
into being at St. Louis Fair. Next 
doll has a “young lady” expression 
and I put her hair up like I wore 
mine at High School graduation. 
She carries her diploma tied in 
blue and gold ribbons. Her dress 
is made of material like my own 
and she wears “umbrella pants”, 
the last word in milady’s lingerie 
in 1911. They are circular and 
full and lace trimmed. The cli- 
max, of course, is my bride doll of 
1920. She has a white satin “teddy 
bear’ trimmed in lace (my own 
boasted thirty yards!) and a pet- 
ticoat with wide ruffle of lace and 
tucks. The wedding dress is of 
slipper satin with pearl bead 
trimmed white ‘georgette (you so 
kindly. supplied) over-shirt; veil is 
of fine cotton net; bride carries a 
shower bouquet. ; 
Have I ever had fun recalling all 
the details, drawing sketches, 
drafting sketches, drafting tiny 
patterns and sewing them!!! If you 
ever have time and want to have 
some fun, I heartily recommend 
making copies of the age high- 
lights of your own wardrobe, 


KIMPORT APPROVES 


Mrs. Elsie Smith of New Jersey 
writes: “I do want to thank you 
for helping me get three Liberty 
dolls. Perhaps I’m a bit foolish 
over dolls, but I’ve given up smok- 
ing and that way I feel I save at 
least $8.00 a month, and that’s not 
foolish—that’s good! I’ll really have 
something to show for my money. 
Well, here’s my first eight dollars. 
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DOLL TALK 
Ruby Short McKim 


A magazine in miniature, 


Editor, 


published for doll enthusi- 


asts. Issued about every 
eight weeks. 

Subscription is $1.00 for 
two years. 

Address: 


KIMPORT DOLLS 
Independence, Mo. 


THOSE DASH — YANKEES! 

Whether or no Mrs. Howard 
Tootill is publicity chairman for 
their (West Springfield, Mass.) 
doll club, she did include with her 
last Kimport order, their yearly 
program plan, decidedly worth 
passing along. 

“In October, we discussed and 
showed dolls from New Hamp- 
shire; in November, from Maine. 
December featured our Christmas 
supper and gift exchange—$3.00,” 
said Pauline T., which didn’t 


sound like Yankee parsimony to > 


us at Kimport who have furnished 
hundreds of gift exchange items 
through the years in the $1.00 to 
$1.50 bracket! “January, we had 
a Christmas exhibit by a crafts- 
man who makes decorations for 
the holiday season. February, 
Massachusetts dolls, and we have 
many. March, Rhode Island dolls 
and a story of the state. April, 
our Yiankee craftsman, Mr. John 
Andrew, who makes exquisite min- 
iature furniture of birdseye maple 
and mahogany.” 

How’s your area for dollmakers, 
and craftsmen in kindred crafts? 
’Could be you’ve overlooked some 
such program propaganda. 
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DOLL COLLECTORS MANUAL 
1956-1957 
The Doll Collectors of America, 


Inc. publish their Manuals at 
much too long intervals, but this 
time they well maintain the high 
editorial quality of our four pre- 
vious editions. Printing 120 pages 
against a former limit of 56 to 74. 
This ‘book, with heavy red pebbled 
paper cover and inside pages of 
enamel to print half-tones well, 
is just now out. We are fortunate 
in having a limited number to offer 
Doll Talk subscribers. The price, 
postpaid, is $4.15. 

New subject matter is always 
presented, and the aim is for “cap- 
sule information,” ranging the en- 
tire field of dolls, antique and 
modern. For instance, this new 
Manual starts out with 14 pages 
on wooden dolls in fiction and 
history. There is data on trade- 
marks and special sections for 
Dolls with authenticated genealo- 
gy, for Waxes, old paper dolls, the 
Coronation of 1953 and even such 
untouched fields as Dolls in ad- 
vertising and medicine! The text 
is specific, interesting, authentic 
and helpful with literally scores 
of half-tones showing famous and 
beautiful dolls, patent sketches and 
style illustrations to intrigue the 
most experienced collector. Pre- 
vious editions of D.C.A. Manuals 
have been long exhausted and no 
more available from the publishers. 
This will again be the story of the 
1957 book, so better write us soon. 
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THE SINGING DOLL 


In the Late Arrivals section of 
the November issue of Doll Talk, 
we offered, quite commercially, a 
Lava Bell Doll, No. 373X, selling 
for a dollar. Now here is a senti- 
mental follow-up from two good 
Kimport friends in Minnesota, 
Mrs. Ralph H. Brown and Mrs. 
Harry B. Frost. They are both in- 


terested in books about dolls and . 


children’s toys, so sent an abridged 
story from a little Mexican book, 
“Mexican Children and Toys.” It 
could well be the original idea of 
our Lava Bell. 


“Marquita was born in a little 
village in the region of Yalalag, 
in the state of Oaxaca. Her par- 
ents were farmers and they wor- 
shipped her, because she was a 
very good and obedient little girl. 
But one day she learned in school 
that there were dolls that talked 
and closed their eyes, so when she 
got home she asked her parents 
to buy her one. But her father, 
Jose, the farmer, told her: ‘My 
child, we can’t possibly buy you a 
doll like that because we are 
poor.’ 


“Marquita was very sad, so her 
father added: II can make you a 
very beautiful doll of black clay, 
because it’s the only material we 
have around here.’ Jose took a 
piece of the best black clay to be 
found, and with his hands he start- 
ed to mold a beautiful Indian doll 
of fine features. However, he 
could not paint her because there 
were no colors to be had in the 
mountains, so he left her black, 
color of the earth. Then he baked 
her in the fire and left her over- 
night to dry. 


“In the early hours, the bells i 
the little church began to ring for 
the townsfolk to go to mass. With- 
out thinking he began to stroke 
the wide skirt of the little black 
doll, and pray softly to God to give 
voice to the poor clay. Accidentally 
he struck slightly the doll’s skirt 
with his hand, and then Jose was 
stunned,—a musical sound escaped 
from the clay, a sound like fine 
silver. It was a miracle of the 
Good Earth, he thought, and of 
the faith that protects the farmers 
and their loved ones.” 


JUST BECAUSE 


Your variety of excuses for buy- 
ing dolls continue to prove a con- 
stant surprise and delight! Collec- 
tors may be canny but still they 
are an open-minded, imaginative 
lot whose impulses are joyous— 
“Here’s my new spring hat. The 
doctor has had his share for a 
while—I need a doll for tonic!” 
One just in from Mrs. George 
Dencer bids us to put a Korean 
Papa-San into her hold box “to 
help keep those scantily clad Afri- 
can carvings warm’”—such an ex- 
cuse, Nora Dencer. But she elab- 
orates that oriental, African and 
all strange place preferences may 
be a holdover from reading Marco 
Polo, as a child. 

‘In a previous letter, Mrs. D. had 
said—“By the way, the carver of 
that pigmy was either myopic or 
very imaginative. He doesn’t look 
at all like the species my mother 
describes seeing when she was a 
British nurse in South Africa just 
after the Boer War, nor like the 
little people I’ve seen on TV. How- 
ever, he’s a decided improvement 
and I’m fond of him.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
CLIPPINGS 


“T have had Mrs. Ozawa as a 


house guest from Japan, and I am. 


helping her start a doll club back 
in Japan, a branch of the United 
Federation.”—Roberta Mack, Calif. 


“That little parian did sound 
like a dream, but guess we just 
weren’t supposed to have her. Mom 
and I have learned not to be too 
unhappy when we don’t get a doll 
we want because another cutie al- 
ways turns up someplace.” 

—Mary Zeasman, Wisc. 


“You might say I approach Dolls 
from several  standpoints—dolls 
for a child (and for me to dress!) 
and from a museum standpoint, 
and ‘bookish’ interest still one 
more.” —Mrs. R. J. Coffey, Texas 


“Last week I used some of my 
Presidential pairs in a Business 
and Professional Women’s Club 
program. ‘The ladies were thrilled 
with them and I’m going to show 
= of them in May for their 
Hobby Show.” 

—Mrs. G. T. Barnes, Ohio 


“My daughter and I have col- 
lected dolls for years. I get them 
and she claims them! She is now 
a sophomore at Kansas Univer- 
sity, majoring in Engineering 
Physics and planning on a PhD 
in the science end of it, but busy 
as she is, she still loves dolls!” 

—Mrs. Raymond Church, Kans. 


“Since we started collecting dolls, 
we have learned more geography 
and history than we learned in 
school.” 

—Mrs. Frank Kierstead, Mass. 


“The Arab Vendor woman is so 
interesting. I have thoroughly en- 
joyed every one I’ve received all 
year even though my bracket has 
been of the lower price.” 

—Louise Hanan, Calif. 


“The Rajah just arrived in all 
his finery. He certainly makes 
his bride look every bit as unim- 
portant as she actually is! They 
will be splendid for my talk on 
Wedding Customs around _ the 
World.” 

—Cornelia Christopher, N. J. 


“Alas, I lost over a dozen of my 
early 1900 kid bodies last July as 
they were caught in the flooded 
basement. Some I hoped I could 
save but every day I found another 
gone—the water soaked sawdust— 
swelled until the old kid just blew 
up!” —Lois Stott, Illinois 


“tT am enclosing your ‘Dreams 
Come True’ list. It makes won- 
derful dreaming. All the dolls re- 
ceived from you are ‘dreams.’ Your 
‘Doll Talk’ started my collection 
originally, for which I thank you.” 

—Evelyn Kremanek, N. J. 


“T am 80 years young and spend 
much time repairing and dressing 
dolls for my 12 grandchildren. I 
want each girl to have her own 
collection, and the boys love them, 
too.” —Mrs. A. C. Soucheray, Minn. 


“How thankful I am to be living 
in a country where there is the 
means left over after everyday ex- 
penses, to indulge in a little whim- 
sy.” —Freda Webb, Calif, 


DOLL PRIMER: ruts ts THE GREINER CENTENNIAL YEAR s 
72,” meaning the origina 


In the 100 years, 1858-1958, wars: 
Civil, World and Atomic, came 
and went, but the sweet and placid 
Greiner dolls, patented the first 
year of that century, have endured 
and in their gentle way, given 
pleasure and comfort to countless 
small owners and their elders. 


A city directory of Philadelphia, 
in 1840 listed Ludwig Greiner as 


a Toy Maker at 441 Coats Street. 
Perhaps a doll manufacturer even 
then, Greiner, son of a German 
immigrant, by 1858 had improved 
papier mache doll heads and 
linked his name to flame by taking 
out the first American doll patent, 
No. 19,770, March 30, 1858. His 
aim was a doll head naturalistic 
and so sturdy as to be practically 
indestructible. This he tachieved 
by molding the heads in two parts, 
reinforcing the interior with linen, 
at the same time doubly strength- 
ening the features with cloth, and 
then pasting the parts together. 
Another strip of linen covered thé 
inside line of juncture, and more 
linen was pasted over the shoulders 
and chest. Then the head was 
coated with oil paint, and the 
molded hair and features carefully 
colored. Except for flattened noses 
and scuffed paint, a hundred years 
took little toll and these treasure 
dolls survive remarkably intact. 


The usual trademark was a 
small label pasted between the 
shoulder blades and beneath the 
finish coat. Printed it says “Grein- 
er Patent Doll Heads (size number 
underneath), Pat. Mar. 30, 758.” 
Others have the additional words: 


KIMPORT DOLLS, 


“Ext. 
patent was then extended. 
Greiner dolls were made and 
marketed for at least 20 years, and 
Ludwig Greiner had perhaps sev- 
eral factories going at one time. 
(One would have thought that the 
Civil War years would have been 
bad for the doll business.) No 
bodies were supplied by Greiner, 
purchasers making them up to 
suit. As a consequence a great 
variety of styles were used. 


Sizes varied from small to the 
large 36” dolls and they were made 
boy or girl dolls, blonde or bru- 
nette, and with at least eight dif- 
ferent hair styles. As every col- 
lector knows, the molded hair was 
usually parted in the middle and 
brought down plain to show the 
lobes of the ears. Of course there 
were variations ifrom that, and the 
coiffure following the _ current 
styles, helps somewhat to date 
them. Eyes were almost invari- 
albly painted, but a very few have 
been mentioned with glass eyes 
like the German dolls. 

Greiner dolls are not too diffi- 
cult to authenticate. The patent 
emphasis on linen reinforcing gives 
an easy clue, and the hair styles 
and facia] characteristics are well 
known. A pasted Greiner label is 
of course indisputable, but even 
if much wear has removed it, the 
marks of the label often remain 
in the standard spot on the back. 


Janet Johl wrote: “Every seri- 
ous collector of old dolls wants to 
possess a Greiner.” That’s about 
all of us, isn’t it? 


P. O. BOX 495 
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